
  

Bereshit Chapter 9:1-7- ית רֵאשִׁ  בְּ

בָנָיו;  -נֹחַ וְאֶת-וַיְבָרֶךְ אֱלֹהִים, אֶת  א
-וַיאֹמֶר לָהֶם פְרוּ וּרְבוּ, וּמִלְאוּ אֶת

 הָאָרֶץ.

1 And God blessed Noah and his sons, and said 

to them: 'Be fruitful and multiply [be many], 

and fill the earth. 

חַיַת  -וּמוֹרַאֲכֶם וְחִתְכֶם, יִהְיֶה, עַל כָל  ב
עוֹף הַשָמָיִם; בְכֹל  -הָאָרֶץ, וְעַל כָל

דְגֵי הַיָם,  -אֲשֶר תִרְמֹשׂ הָאֲדָמָה וּבְכָל
 בְיֶדְכֶם נִתָנוּ.

2 And the fear of you and the dread of you shall 

be upon all the wildlife of the earth, and upon 

all the fowl of the heavens, and all that crawl on 

the soil, and all the fish of the sea - into your 

hand are they given. 

חַי, לָכֶם יִהְיֶה  -רֶמֶשׂ אֲשֶר הוּא-כָל  ג
-כְיֶרֶק עֵשֶׂב, נָתַתִי לָכֶם אֶת  לְאָכְלָה:

 כֹל.

3 All things crawling about that live, for you 

shall they be, for eating, as with the green 

plants, I now give you all of it. 

 however - flesh with its life, its blood, you 4 בָשָׂר, בְנַפְשוֹ דָמוֹ לאֹ תאֹכֵלוּ.-אַךְ  ד

shall not eat. 

דִמְכֶם לְנַפְשֹתֵיכֶם אֶדְרֹש,  -אֶתוְאַךְ   ה
חַיָה אֶדְרְשֶנּוּ; וּמִיַד הָאָדָם,  -מִיַד כָל

נֶפֶש  -אֶדְרֹש, אֶת--מִיַד אִיש אָחִיו
 הָאָדָם.

5 And for your blood, of your own lives, I will 

demand satisfaction – from all wild animals I 

will demand it, and from humankind, from 

every man regarding his brother, will I demand 

satisfaction for human life. 

כִי    שֹפֵךְ דַם הָאָדָם, בָאָדָם דָמוֹ יִשָפֵךְ:  ו
 הָאָדָם.-בְצֶלֶם אֱלֹהִים, עָשָׂה אֶת

6 Whoever now sheds human blood, for that 

human shall his  [own] blood be shed, for in 

Elohim’s image he made humankind. 

-וְאַתֶם, פְרוּ וּרְבוּ; שִרְצוּ בָאָרֶץ, וּרְבוּ  ז
    בָהּ.

7 As for you – bear fruit and be many, swarm 

the earth and become many on it. 
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You are allowed to use the animals and employ them for 

work, to rule over them in order to use them for your survival, 

but you must not hold their life cheap or kill them for food...    

 

When Noah and his descendants were permitted to eat meat 

this was allowed as long as they didn’t eat the blood. The law 

against eating blood was out of respect for life (“for the blood 

is the life”) and hints that in reality all meat eating should 

have been banned. Cassuto: From Adam to Noah, on Genesis 1:27 

 
Umberto Cassuto was also known as Moshe David Cassuto (1883–1951) 
He was a rabbi and Biblical scholar born in Florence, Italy. 

 

 
 

Since the land had become filled with violence and 

man had allowed himself to do terrible things, man 

was no longer required to go without killing 

animals for food. It was far more important that he 

should control himself and hold back from killing 

other human beings, and respect the life of his 

neighbor.  

 

Nehama Leibowitz -1905-1997,  was a  famous Israeli Bible 

scholar who developed a particular style of Bible study that was  

very popular around the world.         Nehama Leibowitz on Rav Kook 

 

 

  

Whoever sheds human blood,  

that human being, his blood shall be shed 

by human beings shall his blood be shed.. 

 שֹפֵךְ דַם הָאָדָם, בָאָדָם דָמוֹ יִשָפֵךְ



Bereshit Chapter 9:8 -9:17- ית רֵאשִׁ  בְּ

בָנָיו אִתוֹ -נֹחַ, וְאֶל-וַיאֹמֶר אֱלֹהִים אֶל  ח
 לֵאמֹר.

8 And God said to Noah, and to his sons with him, 

saying: 

בְרִיתִי אִתְכֶם, -וַאֲנִי, הִנְנִי מֵקִים אֶת  ט
 אַחֲרֵיכֶם.זַרְעֲכֶם, -וְאֶת

9 'As for Me, here, I now establish my covenant with 

you, and with your seed [children] after you; 

נֶפֶש הַחַיָה אֲשֶר אִתְכֶם, בָעוֹף -וְאֵת כָל  י
חַיַת הָאָרֶץ אִתְכֶם; מִכֹל -בַבְהֵמָה וּבְכָל

 ץ.יֹצְאֵי הַתֵבָה, לְכֹל חַיַת הָאָרֶ 

10 and with all living creatures that are with you, the 

fowl, herd-animals, and all the wildlife of the earth 

with you;  with all those going out of the Ark, of all 

the living things on the earth.  

 יִכָרֵת-בְרִיתִי אִתְכֶם, וְלאֹ-וַהֲקִמֹתִי אֶת  יא
יִהְיֶה עוֹד -בָשָׂר עוֹד מִמֵי הַמַבוּל; וְלאֹ-כָל

 מַבוּל, לְשַחֵת הָאָרֶץ.

11  I will establish my covenant with you; never 

again shall all flesh be cut off again by waters of a 

flood; never again shall there be a flood, to destroy 

the earth! 

-הַבְרִית אֲשֶר-אוֹתוַיאֹמֶר אֱלֹהִים, זאֹת   יב
נֶפֶש חַיָה, -אֲנִי נֹתֵן בֵינִי וּבֵינֵיכֶם, וּבֵין כָל

 לְדֹרֹת, עוֹלָם.--אֲשֶר אִתְכֶם

12 And God said: 'This is the sign of the covenant 

which I set between me and you and all living 

creatures that are with you, for all ages to come: 

 אוֹתקַשְתִי, נָתַתִי בֶעָנָן; וְהָיְתָה לְ -אֶת  יג
 בְרִית, בֵינִי וּבֵין הָאָרֶץ.

13 My bow, I set in the cloud, so that it shall serve as 

a sign of the covenant between Me and the earth. 

הָאָרֶץ, וְנִרְאֲתָה -נָן עַלוְהָיָה, בְעַנְנִי עָ   יד
 הַקֶשֶת, בֶעָנָן.

14 And when I bring clouds over the earth, and the 

bow is seen, in the clouds 

בְרִיתִי, אֲשֶר בֵינִי וּבֵינֵיכֶם, -ְתִי אֶתזָכַרוְ   טו
יִהְיֶה -בָשָׂר; וְלאֹ-נֶפֶש חַיָה, בְכָל-וּבֵין כָל

 בָשָׂר.-הַמַיִם לְמַבוּל, לְשַחֵת כָלעוֹד 

15  I will remember my covenant, which is between 

me and you and all living creatures of all flesh; so the 

waters shall no more become a flood to destroy all 

flesh. 

, לִזְכֹר וְהָיְתָה הַקֶשֶת, בֶעָנָן; וּרְאִיתִיהָ   טז
נֶפֶש חַיָה -בְרִית עוֹלָם, בֵין אֱלֹהִים, וּבֵין כָל

 הָאָרֶץ.-בָשָׂר אֲשֶר עַל-בְכָל

16 When the bow will be, in the cloud; I will see it, 

and remember the covenant between God and all 

living creatures - all flesh that is on the earth 

-זאֹת אוֹת  נֹחַ:-וַיאֹמֶר אֱלֹהִים, אֶל  זי
בָשָׂר -הַבְרִית, אֲשֶר הֲקִמֹתִי, בֵינִי, וּבֵין כָל

 }פ{  הָאָרֶץ.-אֲשֶר עַל

17 And God said to Noah: 'This is the sign of the 

covenant which I have established between me and 

all flesh that is upon the earth.'  

שֵם, --הַתֵבָה-נֹחַ, הַיֹצְאִים מִן-וַיִהְיוּ בְנֵי  יח
 וְחָם וָיָפֶת; וְחָם, הוּא אֲבִי כְנָעַן.

18 And the sons of Noah, that went out from the Ark, 

were Shem, and Ham, and Japheth; and Ham is the 

father of Canaan. 

 

  



 

 Leading Idea: Establishing and Maintaining 

 Establishing (מֵקִים ), remembering (לִזְכֹר) and remembering in the future ( ְתִיזָכַר )  

 In Verses 9:8-17 God turns his attention from Noah to himself. “As for me…”  Within this 

passage he reflects on the act of establishing a covenant and remembering it – that is maintaining 

a convenant (keeping it over time), and the intention to keep it in the future (I will remember).  

God also reflects on the ‘sign’  )אות(, or rainbow, as representing the covenant (as a sign of the 

covenant), as a way of showing us of his intentions (it stands as a sign between me and you), and 

as a way of reminding himself of his covenant. These exercises and discussion plans explore 

these subtle yet very powerful distinctions.  

 

 

 

 

Discussion Plan: starting something and remembering to keep it going once it is started 

 

Is there a difference between these things, if so, what is the difference? 

 

 Creating a rule that says "do not enter the room without knocking" 

 Remembering to keep the rule that says "do not enter the room without knocking" 
 

 Starting a friendship 

 Keeping that person as a friend 
 

 Earning a name for being fair 

 Remembering to always be fair 

 Keeping a name for being fair once you have it 

 

 

What is the difference between… 

 Putting a sign on the door to show visitors that they can't enter without knocking. 

 Putting a sign on the door to remind visitors that they can't enter without knocking. 

 Putting a sign on the door to remind yourself that you shouldn’t let visitors in unless they 

have knocked on the door first. 

 

When might you need to post each of these signs? 
 

 

 

 

 

Intertextual Sources 
 

Exploring the meaning of אות 
 

 Read together Shemot 12:13 (God telling the Israelite to mark their door frames during the 

plagues) 

 

 Discuss the ways in which this is similar and different from the rainbow. (for example: 

What is the function of the  אות  (to show? tell? remind? something else?). Who is doing the 

actions? Is this to help the Israelites also remember that they will be safe from God’s 

actions  - is this the same as the rainbow?) 

 



 

Drama Activities: The meaning of אות 

  1. Divide into small groups – half the groups will work with the Exodus text and half the groups 

with the in the rainbow text – they should create a skit that shows what they think putting the 

sign up (on the door, in the sky) is about in light of their discussion. 

 

  2.  Divide into small groups – create a skit that shows how you understand the rainbow text in 

light of some of the distinctions you explored in your community of inquiry / in these 

discussion plans 

 

 



Activity: Handmade Midrash: ‘This is the sign of the covenant’- UPS-A 

הַבְרִית -אוֹתוַיאֹמֶר אֱלֹהִים, זאֹת   יב
-אֲנִי נֹתֵן בֵינִי וּבֵינֵיכֶם, וּבֵין כָל-אֲשֶר

 לְדֹרֹת, עוֹלָם.--נֶפֶש חַיָה, אֲשֶר אִתְכֶם

12 And God said: 'This is the sign of the 

covenant which I set between me and you and 

all living creatures that are with you, for all 

ages to come: 

קַשְתִי, נָתַתִי בֶעָנָן; וְהָיְתָה -אֶת  יג
 בְרִית, בֵינִי וּבֵין הָאָרֶץ. אוֹתלְ 

13 My bow, I set in the cloud, so that it shall 

serve as a sign of the covenant between Me 

and the earth. 

 

Make a ‘Handmade Midrash’ that draws on how you understand this text in light of 

the distinctions you explored in your community of inquiry. Make your midrash 

from colored construction paper by tearing forms out of the paper and sticking them 

onto a background sheet of paper.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 The artwork is created through tearing paper and attaching it to a background. It is not 

about creating a realistic kind of picture, but capturing ideas and representing them – 

often through symbolic representation –the torn paper represents ideas in relation to one 

another. It doesn’t require you to be ‘good at art’ as you can represent ideas through 

abstract shapes, a blob, color, etc.  

 

 After you have created your midrash, divide into small groups to share what you have 

done and what it means. Here what other people see in what your midrash. Describe what 

was the hardest and easiest elements to do, what role color plays in your midrash, why 

you placed things where you did, how the parts relate to one another, etc.  

 

 After the discussion, take some time to do some reflective writing.  You might like to 

think about some of the following prompts: Did anything surprise you in what you 

constructed? In what people saw in it? How did the ideas come together? How does what 

is happening in the picture relate to your own feelings and thoughts about the world you 

live in? How does it relate to your own feelings and thoughts about the Divine human 

connection? 
 

 

Handmade Midrash is a process of 

interpretation developed by Jo Milgrom. Her 

process has a number of stages: 

1. Text Study  

2. Creation of an artwork  

3. Discussion in small groups  

4. Reflective writing on what you can learn through 

looking at what you created more carefully. 

5. Return to the text 

 



 

 

 Leading Idea: Caring for our world 

 This section of text about the Keshet comes after the flood – after God in his anger almost 

completely destroys the world. The Keshet is a reminder to God to avoid global destruction in 

the future. This raises a larger question about our relationship to the world and our care for it.  

The following poem can invite discussion around our sensory experiencing of the world and our 

care for it. You might like to create your own poem that draws on the way your students’ own 

experiences of connecting to the world through their senses.   

 

  
Look upon This Land – Molly Cone 
 
Look upon this land— 
Touch it. 
Sand under your bare feet, 
The squish of mud, 
Silky coat of cat, 
Soft rose petals, 
A smooth round rock, 
Rain on your face. 
 
Touch it with your eyes. 
Cherry trees blossoming pink, 
Lake of blue and summer sky, 
The green of life, 
Purple grapes and apples red, 
Moon rising yellow, 
Orange sun going down. 
 
Touch it with your ears. 
Splatter of rain, 
Crack of thunder, 
Wind whispering, 
Birds singing, 
The crying of babies and puppies, 
Kittens and ducklings. 
 
 

 
 
 

Touch it with your nose.  
Pine-scent of woods, lilacs blooming,  
new-mown grass, smoke of chimneys,  
strawberries in the sun. 
 
Touch it with your tongue. 
Lick of sugar, 
Tang of lemon, ginger, or spice, 
Bite of cold snow, 
Gulp of pure water. 
 
Look upon this land— 

 
 

Molly Cone was a well 

known children's 

author, having 

published over 45 

books.  
 

She was a founding 

member of Temple 

Beth Am in Seattle. 
 

Picture: 

http://www.legacy.com/obit

uaries/seattletimes/obituary.

aspx?pid=179415367 



Touch it. 
Touch it in every way you can, 
For this land is part of you, 
And you are part of it. 

Given into your care is this earth. 

See how beautiful it is. 

Be careful not to spoil it, 

For if you destroy the world, 

There will be no one after you to restore it. 

(Kohelet Rabbah  7:28) 

 

(Molly Cone, Listen to the Trees [New York: UAHC Press, 1995], pp. 42-43) 

 

 

            Kohelet Rabbah, 7:28  

     “Think upon this and do not corrupt and destroy My world, for if you  

destroy it, there is no one to restore it after you”.  
 

 

 

---------------------------------------- 

 

          Activity 

Create a class poem or artwork that 

draws on the way your students’ 

experience their connection to the 

world through their senses.   

 

 

 

...................................................... 

 
 
 
 

Intertextual Exploration: Caring for our world 

 

 
Deuteronomy 20:18-19 

19  When you besiege a city for many days to wage 
war against it to capture it, you shall not destroy its 
trees by wielding an ax against them, for you may 

  
ים רַבִּ יט יר יָמִּ י תָצוּר אֶל עִּ ים כִּ

ית  לָחֵם עָלֶיהָ לְתָפְשָהּ לאֹ תַשְחִּ לְהִּ

http://www.chabad.org/library/bible_cdo/aid/9984#v=19


eat from them, but you shall not cut them down. Is 
the tree of the field a man, to go into the siege before 
you? 

מֶנּוּ  י מִּ נְדֹחַ עָלָיו גַרְזֶן כִּ אֶת עֵצָהּ לִּ
י הָאָדָם עֵץ  כְרֹת כִּ תאֹכֵל וְאֹתוֹ לאֹ תִּ

פָנֶיךָ בַמָצוֹר:  הַשָדֶה לָבאֹ מִּ

20  However, a tree you know is not a food tree, you 
may destroy and cut down, and you shall build 
bulwarks against the city that makes war with you, 
until its submission. 

  

י לאֹ עֵץ מַאֲכָל כ רַק עֵץ אֲשֶר תֵדַע כִּ
ית וְכָרָתָ וּבָ  יתָ מָצוֹר הוּא אֹתוֹ תַשְחִּ נִּ

מְךָ  וא עֹשָה עִּ יר אֲשֶר הִּ עַל הָעִּ
דְתָהּ: לְחָמָה עַד רִּ  מִּ

 
 

------------------------------------ 
 

When in your war against a city you have to lay 
siege on it in order to capture it, you must not 
destroy its trees, wielding the ax against them. You 
may eat of them, but you must not cut them down. 
Are trees of the field human, able to move into the 
city you are seeking to capture? Only trees which 
you know do not yield food may be destroyed... 
(Deuteronomy 20:19-20) 

 
While the verses themselves deal specifically with cutting down trees 
during war, the Sages extended their meaning to cover all forms of 
wasteful destruction. They taught that anyone who deliberately wastes 
our resources, either natural or man-made, violates the law. 
 
Harriet M. Levine, Woodlands Community Temple, White Plains, NY 

http://www.reformjudaism.org/learning/torah-study/shoftim/protect-trees-protect-our-

world 
 

http://www.chabad.org/library/bible_cdo/aid/9984#v=20
http://www.reformjudaism.org/learning/torah-study/shoftim/protect-trees-protect-our-world
http://www.reformjudaism.org/learning/torah-study/shoftim/protect-trees-protect-our-world

